1924: ZAGHLUL'S YEAR
Occupation, and the law for compensation of foreign
officials which had been passed by the "iehia Ministry
was denounced as unacceptable.
Matters reached a crisis towards the end of June,
when Lord Parmoor made a statement in the House of
Lords that the British Government had no intention of
abandoning its position in the Sudan. This statement
led to excited demonstrations and protests in Egypt.
Zarfilui declared in the Chamber that in view of the
British attitude nothing was to be gained by negotiations,
and that he proposed to resign. Though he tendered his
resignation to the King, it was not meant seriously, and
he was soon persuaded to retain office. The tension was
presently eased by a conciiatory statement by Ramsay
MacDonald in the House of Commons, and eventually
it was arranged that a meeting should take place In
London at the end of September.
On July 12, when Zaghlul was leaving Cairo for
Alexandria on his way to Europe, he was shot at and
wounded by a student. The incident had little political
result, but postponed ZaghluFs departure till the end of
July, when he went to France to take the \vaters.
Early in August Egyptian intrigue in the Sudan bore
its poison fruit. At Khartoum an armed demonstration
by the cadets of the Military School was speedily quelled
without casualty; but at Atbara the Egyptian Railway
Battalion broke into serious rioting, and some Sudanese
troops at the order of an Egyptian officer fired on the
rioters and inflicted casualties. In the Sudan itself the
arrival of additional British troops and the removal of
the Railway Battalion prevented any further trouble.
In Egypt the incident seemed at one time likely to
produce a more dangerous situation. The Press and the
mob at once assumed that British troops had deliberately
fired on Egyptians. The acting Prime Minister, Moham-
med Said Pasha, who was folly aware of the true facts,
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